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SOCIETY MEETING FEATURES
NICHOLAS BASBANES

Hems from the Higgins Archive, including musical instruments he played
in the Boston College Marching Band

BOSTON WRITER'S ARCHIVES
COME TO USC
Newspapers in Boston have been asking how the archives of George V.

The Thomas Cooper Society held its annual
dinner meeting on February 18. About 85 people
gathered to hear the featured speaker, Nicholas A.

Higgins, a Boston writer who wrote about Boston characters and subjects,

Basbanes, and to observe as life memberships in

found their permanent home at the University of South Carolina's Thomas

the society were awarded to former USC President

Cooper Library.

and Mrs. John Palms following greetings from

One answer is that Higgins visited USC in 1990 to speak to the Thomas
Cooper Society, subsequently taught a USC writing class in 1994, and par-

(

Nicholas Basbanes autographs a book for Thomas
Cooper Society vice president, Lucille Mould.

President Andrew Sorensen and Dean Paul Willis.
Basbanes is the author of several best-selling

ticipated in a literary biography conference in 1998. In addition, he forged

books on books and book-collecting. His latest

a long-term friendship with USC English professor, Matthew J. Bruccoli,

book, A Splendor of Utters: The Permanence of Books

who recently contributed his own sizable collection of Higgins materials to

in an Impermanent World, was published in 2003.
In his remarks Basbanes commended the

the library.
Another answer is that Higgins' widow, Loretta Cubberley Higgins,
who visited USC in 2003, wanted her husband's papers to join those of

Thomas Cooper Library for its extensive collections of American and Scottish literature. He said,

F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, Joseph Heller, James Dickey, John

"Private collectors and libraries that preserve writ-

Jakes, and others in the library's outstanding Modem American Literature

ten materials over time contribute immeasurably
toward the goal of helping a nation remember and

Collection.
The final answer is that the library's administration was willing to
send Patrick Scott, director of special collections, and staff member Nathan
BOSTON CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

value its heritage."

RANULPH HIGDEN'S POLYCRONICON, 1425
by Scott Gwara
H you had lived in 1450 and needed

or collating occurrences that happened in

to know details about the martyrdom

one place at different times.
The library's manuscript was acquired

of your favorite English saint, sala-

by the bibliophile Richard Towneley
(1629-1707) and was passed on to heirs

cious gossip about an early pope, or
optimistic broadcasts of the purported
discovery of King Arthur's remains,

until it was sold in 1814 for one pound,

you could have consulted Ranulph

two shillings to a man named Collins.

Higden's 1425 Latin manuscript, Polycronicon (literally, ''Universal History").

Nothing else is known about the ownership until the manuscript turned up in the

Hyou wish to know these same details

CW. Dyson Perrins auction handled by

today, you can consult the Thomas

Sotheby's in 1960. H.P. Kraus, a New York

Cooper library's copy of the manu-

dealer, purchased the book at that time

script.
In 1327, Higden, a monk residing

and the library acquired it in 1965.

in Chester, England, wrote the most

manuscript has received some scholarly

comprehensive world history of his
day, adding informative tidbits until

A.S.G. Edwards, first cited it in 1995. In

This important, beautiful, and historic
attention lately. The Oxford librarian,

his death in 1363. Higden indicated

1997, Shannon Kelly, an MA student in

his authorship by signing his book
in a very unusual way: When linked

the USC Department of English, wrote

together, the first letters of each sen-

First leaf of USC's copy of Higden's Polycronicon

tence beginning the 60 chapters spell
out "Presentem cronicam conpilavit

her thesis on its Latin style and textual
intricacies. She discovered some surprising details about its transmission by

for it. The lavish letter-forms made with

medieval scribes. At least four versions of
the Latin text are known in more than 80

(Brother Ranulph, monk of Chester,

painstaking precision and the flamboyant floral borders on each main chapter

compiled the present chronicle). Receiv-

page indicate more care taken in the

ing instant acclaim, the Polycronicon

creation and therefore a higher price. Yet

tral, unique copy in this group of texts.
The Polycronicon is both a volume

ultimately earned two translations into
English, one of which was printed by Wtl-

the decoration is not merely ornamental;

of true aesthetic merit and a bountiful

finding information is made easier by the
design. Alternating red and blue initials

source of historical information.

of varying sizes highlight different units

Dr. Scott Gwara, an expert in medieval
manuscripts, is associate professor of English
at the University and founder of the Maxcy
Press.

£rater Ranulphus Cestrensis monachus"

liam Caxton in 1482.
Around 1425, the library's version
of Polycronicon was copied by hand on

of information, and pure gold paint is

vellum by London scribes. As a deluxe
copy, the volume would have been highly

applied to distinguish a hierarchy of
topics and treatment. Borders contain

prized by a noble family who would

marginal references and dates useful to

have paid a considerable commission

anyone negotiating historical intricacies

manuscripts. The library's copy is a cen-

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS RECEIVES NATIONAL PUBLICITY
Materials from the Thomas Cooper
library's Department of Rare Books and

written in 1937-38 by F. Scott Fitzgerald.
The September 28, 2003, issue of the

covered several USC collections of materials in his article, "A Library of Treasures."

Special Collections have been recognized
recently in several out-of-town newspa-

Baltimore Sun carried a story by Michael
Ollove, "Heller's Catch-22 Remains Rel-

February 14, 2004, ran a story about the

per accounts.

evant Today," which explained the use

University Libraries' recent acquisition

of the Heller Archive in USC's Freshman

of the George V. Higgins papers entitled,
''Higgins Papers Are Heading South."

On April 22, 2004, the New York Times
Thomas Cooper Library's acquisition of

carried a front-page story about the

Reading Experience.
In the December 24, 2003, issue of the

2,000 manuscript pages of screen plays

Charleston Post and Courier, Brian Hicks
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The issue of the Boston Globe for

"LEWIS AND CLARK: DISCOVERING THE AMERICAN WEST"
EXHIBIT TO GO ONLINE
A major exhibit, ulewis and Clark: Discovering
the American West, A Bicentenary Exhibition
from the South Carolina College Library, the
Alfred Chapin Rogers Collection, and Related
Special Collections," was mounted in the Thomas
Cooper library from October 2003 to
January 2004 and will go online at the Special
Collections Web site at www.sc.edu/libraryI
spcoll/ rarebook.html.
The exhibit commemorated two bicentenaries:
the ratification of the Louisiana Purchase, which
more than doubled the territory of the United
States, and President Thomas Jefferson's appointment of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
to lead the Corps of Discovery across the North
American continent.
The exhibit includes early maps and books on
the American West and the Louisiana Purchase;
the expedition's progress in printed accounts and
through early 19th-century illustrations of people,
animals, and places encountered; and a selection
of later exploration narratives.
Materials in the display came from the antebellum South Carolina College library collection,
the Alfred Chapin Rogers Collection, the Kendall
Collection, the John Shaw Billings Collection,
the South Caroliniana library, and the USC Map
library. Also included were items donated by
Mrs. J. Henry Fair and illustrations purchased
with funds from the Barbara L. and David M.
Graham Endowment.

Severn River Flying Squirrel from John Audubon and John Bachman's Viviparous Quadrupeds of North America, 1845

AUDUBON TURKEYS RETURN TO SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS
Regular visitors to the Thomas Cooper library were surprised last fall when they found the familiar Audubon turkey prints
had disappeared from the special collections entrance. Among the most sought-after of the 435 Audubon images, the three lifesize turkeys had hung since 1995 in the Jennie Haddock Feagle Hall, named for their donor.
Last summer, a visitor noticed their condition and underwrote the cost of conservation and UV filtered glass. Now the wild
turkeys are back safely on display, letting USC visitors examine the differing versions published by Liz.ars, Havell, and Bien.
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WHITMAN MANUSCRIPT FOUND
ON E·BAY

W. ORMISTON
ROY FELLOWS
ANNOUNCED

The digital age provides new opportunities

Endowment. Subsequent discourse with

The 2004 W. Onniston Roy Memorial

even for collectors of literary manuscripts.

fellow Whitman experts and a visiting

In October, Prof. Joel Myerson, curator

Fellowship will bring two American

Sotheby's appraiser has confirmed Myer-

scholars to USC's Thomas Cooper

of the Thomas Cooper Library's Myerson

son's initial judgment on authenticity and

Library this summer to conduct

Collection of 19th-Century American Lit-

market value.

research in the G. Ross Roy Collection

erature, spotted a Whitman item on e-Bay.

"It's great to get manuscript material of

The scan showed a poem titled "Veil with

research significance that is also relevant to

Their Lids," heavily revised, and all clearly

a writer taught in undergraduate classes,"

in Whitman's handwriting, but not a poem

comments Dr. Patrick Scott, director of

Myerson recognized. Backing his informed

TCL's Department of Rare Books and Spe-

hunch, Myerson was able to outbid his

cial Collections. "USC's special collections

e-Bay competition, and snare a hitherto-

benefit greatly from the keen-eyed exper-

unknown Whitman manuscript for library

tise of our senior curators."

purchase at a quarter of what it would
fetch in a regular New York auction.
The library designated funds for the

Soon, the Internet that helped Myerson
find the manuscript will also help make
it more widely available when the manu-

purchase from the Nancy Pope Rice

script itself is mounted on the library's

and Nancy Rice Davis Library Treasures

Website.

EX LIBRIS SOCIETY RECEPTION HONORS
2002-2003 MEMBERS

of Robert Bums, Bumsiana & Scottish

Poetry.
Prof. Carol McGuirk, professor of
English at Florida Atlantic University

is conducting research for a book,
Poet Burns, and Mr. Thomas Keith, an
editor at New Directions Publishing,
is researching the impact of Bums
among North American Scots.
Established by Dr. and Mrs. G.
Ross Roy in 1990 in memory of Dr.
Roy's grandfather, and now in its
15th year, the annual Onniston Roy
Fellowship has supported visiting
researchers from the U.S., Canada,
Italy, and six different Scottish universities.

The guest speaker for the occasion was

Mr. James P. Barrow, president and partner
of Barrow, Hanley, Mewhinney & Strauss,
Inc., of Dallas, Texas. His remarks on the
subject of "Collecting Books and Related
Materials" provided a delightful and
informative segment of the program and
included an exhibit from his personal book
collection.
A recognition plaque for Ex Libris Society Charter Members and current members
was unveiled. It will hang permanently on
the library's mezzanine. Concluding the

Paul Willis presents James P. Barrow a
framed photo of his college track team from
the 1962 Gamet and Black yearbook.
Members of the University Libraries' Ex
Libris Society were honored at a reception

program were behind-the-scenes tours of
the Department of Rare Books and Special
Collections hosted by Dr. Matthew J. Bruccoli and Dr. Patrick Scott.
The Ex Libris Society is the University

on October 28, 2003, in the Thomas Cooper

Libraries' exemplary giving society, whose

Library's Graniteville Room. Dean Paul

members contribute at least $1,000 a year

Willis welcomed the guests, thanked them

to the libraries. Information about joining

for their invaluable support of the libraries,

the Ex Libris Society may be obtained by

and recognized individual members with a

calling the University Libraries' Develop-

gift of Ex Libris Society bookplates.

ment Office at 803-777-3142.
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MILLIONS OF
RESEARCHERS TAP
INTO TCL WEB
PAGES
The Thomas Cooper Library's
Department of Rare Books and
Special Collections' Web sites have
experienced an explosion of activity
in recent months. One of the most
popular sites is the one for the F.
Scott Fitzgerald collection. In one
week at the end of November 2003,
the site received 151,037 requests for
pages, while the other rare books sites
received 445,396 requests for pages.
Annualized, this request pattern
would amount to approximately
seven million requests for Fitzgerald
pages and more than 20 million
requests for the entire rare books site.

GUARDIAN SOCIETY
BENEFITS UNIVERSITY
LIBRARIES

Shown, left to right, are library supporters
Mrs. Andrew Sorensen and Mrs. C. Warren

Irvin Jr.
In 1823, Thomas Cooper, who was then
president of the South Carolina College,
stated, "I Pray you, become the Guardians of this ... Alma Mater."
The University has chosen to recognize by membership in the Guardian
Society those friends who have accepted
this responsibility by including USC in
their estate plans.

SOCIETY BOARD
VOTES TO SUPPORT
HERR ENDOWMENT

EXHIBIT CELEBRATES
BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

The Thomas Cooper Society recently

The Thomas Cooper Library featured an

presented a donation of $1,000 to the

exhibit of the works of more than 20 Afri-

Thomas Cooper Library Science and

can-American writers from the 18th, 19th,

Mathematics Journals Endowed Fund.

and 20th centuries. The display drew from

This fund was established last fall by

the library's comprehensive collection of

Dr. J.M. Herr Jr., professor emeritus of the

materials about the poet James Weldon

USC Department of Biological Sciences,

Johnson, author of "Lift Every Voice

and his wife, Lucrecia. When fully

and Sing," as well as from the Augusta

funded, it will produce income that

Baker Collection, donated in 1997. It

will be used to offset the annual cost

also included first or other early editions

increases of science and mathematics

of books by Olaudah Equiano, Phillis

journals at the Thomas Cooper Library,

Wheatley, Frederick Douglass, Booker T.

and Dr. Herr will be able to request

Washington, W.E.B. Du Bois, Langston

donations from corporations and indus-

Hughes, Richard Wright, James Baldwin,

tries that profit from scientific research.

Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, Toni

The members of the society's Board
were particularly supportive of this

Morrison, and Alice Walker.

Of special interest were reproductions

donation, because they wished to recog-

of James Weldon Johnson's manuscript

nize Dr. Herr's generosity in establishing

poems and a contemporary newspaper

the fund. Dr. Herr was president of the

account by Douglass of visiting the birth-

Thomas Cooper Society in 1999-2000.

place of Scottish poet, Robert Burns.

GUARDIAN CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

EXHIBITS AT THOMAS COOPER LIBRARY
Mexico and South America, 1500-1850: An Exhibition from the South Carolina
College Library and Other Special Collections, Mezzanine Gallery, April-June

"Down to the Seas Again": An Exhibit from the G. Ross Roy Collection of John
Masefield, Mezzanine Gallery, July-August
The poet John Masefield (1878-1967) is remembered for his Saltwater Ballads, about
seafaring life in the age of sail. This exhibit, from the collection donated in 2001 by
Prof. G. Ross Roy, covers the whole range of Masefield's career as poet, novelist,
and critic, from his early narratives of life among the rural poor to his writing as
the British Poet Laureate.
Featured in the exhibit are several books in which Masefield has added small
watercolor sketches of ships, country scenes, and even a Shakespearean theater.

Robert Burns, Poet of Scotland: An Exhibition of Manuscripts, Poetry, Music, and
Biographical Material Marking Fifteen Years of the G. Ross Roy Collection of Robert Burns, Burnsiana & Scottish Poetry, Mezzanine Gallery, August-September
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WORKS BY VICTORIAN NOVELIST RHODA BROUGHTON
ON DISPLAY
ing recent acquisitions. The display draws

He first became interested in Broughton

on the Jack Mooney Collection, which

while doing graduate work in English at

includes first or early editions of Brough-

Washington University in the late 1940s.

ton's more than 40 published books, some

He continued acquiring Broughton mate-

of which are inscribed, as well as over 100

rials during his career as a civilian writer

autograph letters and the manuscripts of

and editor for the U.S. Air Force, based in

the magazine article quoted above (in the

Montgomery, Alabama. When he began

Ladies' Home Journal, September 1920), a
short story, and her full-length novet Second Thoughts (1880).

his research, many of those who had

Rhoda Broughton (1840-1920) became
an instant best-selling author with her

known Broughton in later life were still
alive, and included in his donation are his
extensive notes and correspondence with
them.

controversial first two novels about young
women and their coming-of-age dilem-

mas, Not Wisely But Too Well and Cometh
Up Like a Flower, both published in 1867.
Her strong heroines and witty, unstuffy

OTHER WOMEN'S STUDIES
COLLECTIONS AT USC

dialogue drew critical condemnation but
also attracted a new generation of readers.

The Mooney Collection is the latest of several
women's literature collections at the Thomas
Cooper Library. The library also owns first

However, by the second decade of the
20th century, Broughton felt left behind by

editions of such icons as Jane Austen, Charlotte Bronte, George Eliot, Toni Morrison,

gulf fixed."' So observed Rhoda Broughton,

the suffragettes and flappers to whom she
did not seem innovative at all, but rather

once considered a daring

old-fashioned. The library's collection

young novelist, as she observed the flapper

documents the huge changes in women's

generation from the vantage point of her

attitudes and experiences during Brough-

80th birthday in 1920.

presents one of the University's most exdt-

ton's 50-year writing career.
Mr. Jack Mooney, of Hilton Head, built
the collection and made it available to the
library through a gift-purchase agreement.

Emily Dickinson (from the Myerson collection) and Alice Walker, as well as major
women's collections concerning Margaret
Fuller, Jane Welsh Carlyle, Charlotte Perkins
Gilman, Edith Wharton, and Z.elda Fitzgerald (from the Broccoli collection). Other
holdings include the books of Angelica Singleton Van Buren (1816-1867) and extensive
holdings of literary annuals from the 1820s
and 1830s.

library and the College of Liberal Arts.

Rhoda Broughton
"Between us of the mid-Victorian era and
our eye-opening successors, there is a 'great

This spring, an exhibit in the Thomas
Cooper Library about Broughton's career

Scott to meet Prof. Bruccoli at the Higgins

ring fear that some day my editors will

house to pack up 88 boxes of Higgins'

call me up and say: See here, we've been

The newly created Web site for the

books for transport back to Columbia.

paying you good money for hard work,

Higgins Archive may be found at www.

Higgins, who earned degrees in

and now we find out you've just been

sc.edu/libraryI spcoll/ amlit/higgins/

English and law, worked as a journal-

having a big time for yourself-give it

intro.htm.

ist, federal prosecutor, district attorney,

back."

defense attorney, novelist, critic, historian,

According to Paul Willis, dean of

The George V. Higgins Archive com-

University Libraries, "The true value of a

and creative writing professor at Boston

prises the author's literary, personal, and

literary collection is that it is used by stu-

University. His novel The Friends of Eddie

legal papers, including unpublished early

dents and scholars so that they can better

Coyle became a be8t-seller in 1972 and

fiction, drafts, edited transcripts, unpub-

understand the writing process and the

won the author an international reputa-

lished screenplays, proofs, photos, as well

profession of authorship. The George V.

tion. Higgins' love for writing was clearly

as memorabilia. The collection is valued

Higgins Archive complements our exist-

revealed when he said, "It never occurred

at $106,000, of which about half represents

ing collections and enhances the other

to me not to write. I love what I do and I

a gift from Mrs. Higgins. The purchase

marvelous collections gathered by the

always have. I have lived with the recur-

portion was supported jointly by the

Thomas Cooper Library over the years."
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Nancy H. Washington
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Thomas Cooper Society president, Patricia Mason, right, presents a life membership
certificate to Dr. and Mrs. John Palms.
GUARDIAN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
This long-term commitment provides

lis, Mr. A. Elliott Holman III, Mrs. C.

critical support for the University

Warren Irvin Jr., Mr. Jerry A. Kay, Mr.

through planned or deferred gifts.

John B. McLeod, Mr. J. Ben Morrow,

The donor can specify the area and

Mrs. William (Mary Alice) Patterson,

program to receive the gift, and many

Dr. Dorothy K. Payne, Ms. Lynn Rob-

within the University family have

ertson, Dr. and Mrs. G. Ross Roy, Mr.

chosen to designate the libraries as the

Homer J. Walton Jr., and Mr. and Mrs.

recipient of their funds.

Chester A. Wmgate Sr. There are also

Library donors to the Guardian
Society include: Dr. and Mrs.

Steph~n

several anonymous donors.
Library supporters who would

H . Ackerman, Dr. and Mrs. Robert

like to learn more about the Guardian

K. Ackerman, Mr. and Mrs. Mark K.

Society may contact Carol Benfield

Ackerman, Mr. Herbert C. Aycock, Mr.

or Louisa Campbell in the University

and Mrs. John C. Crosson, Mr. and Mrs.

Libraries Development office at 803-

Gerald D. Drucker, Dr. Daniel W. Hol-

m-3142.
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Past President
Secretary
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